Pixie Sticks

Materials:  straws, powdered sugar, baking soda, citric acid crystals—available at drug store, measuring spoons, zip lock bags, and an adult to supervise.

Procedure:

1. In a zip lock bag put 1 tablespoon of citric acid crystals.

2. Add 1 teaspoon of baking soda.

3. Add 4 tablespoons of powdered sugar.

4. Mix these all together in your bag, and move the contents to one corner of the bag.

5. Get a straw and slowly push the straw down through the chemicals so some of them go in the straw.

6. Tilt the straw to one side so the chemicals won’t fall out as you remove the straw from the bag.

7. Place some of the mixture from your straw on your tongue.

8. Feel the reaction!!!!

Explanation:

When the powder comes into contact with saliva the chemicals react and fizz.  Citric acid crystals are really dried citric juice such as orange or lemon juice so they are acids.  The baking soda is a base, and the powdered sugar just makes it taste sweet.  The combination of the acidic crystals, the baking soda base, and your saliva cause a fizzing reaction in your mouth that tickles your tongue.
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